Ron Griffith Young Leaders Fund


Mission Statement

The mission of the Ron Griffith Young Leaders Fund is to support and develop the capabilities, talents, and motivation of young adults in the Northfield community who are actively involved in providing leadership in areas contributing to long-term sustainability including local environmental initiatives, healthy food and nutrition, sustainable agriculture, and community building.

Grant Guidelines and Process
1. Grant applications will be evaluated to ensure the applicant’s goals are in alignment with the Fund’s Mission and can be reasonably expected to support and develop the capabilities, talents, and/or motivation of the applicant.
2. The grant applicant will have already demonstrated and documented emerging leadership capability and experience.
3. Grants will be considered in areas contributing to long-term sustainability including local environmental initiatives, healthy food and nutrition, sustainable agriculture, and community building.  The Ron Griffith Young Leaders Fund Advisory Committee will strive to make grants representing a spectrum of activities in these areas. 
4. Grants will be made without consideration of social or political grounds including but not limited to race, color, ethnic or national origin, creed, religion, sex, gender identity, sexual orientation, marital status, status with regard to public assistance, or disability.

5. In the context of this Fund, “young” shall mean less than 35 years of age. It is most likely that grant applicants will have completed high school and be in their twenties or early thirties. RGYLF is open to individuals and ideas that may not fall within the stated guidelines.  

6. Grants may be provided to individuals or to organizations on behalf of specified individuals and may be used for the purpose disclosed in the approved grant application. Typical purposes include but are not limited to tuition or fees for training events, seminars or conferences, travel, living expenses, and/or other out-of-pocket expenses associated with participation in such events. Grants may not be used to fund capital expenditures.
7. The maximum grant award is $1,500 with grant awards generally being no more than $1,000. It is most likely that successful grant applicants will receive a percentage of the total cost of a project with the expectation that applicants pursue multiple funding sources.  If grant applicants have an institutional connection, it is expected that the organization be one of the sources to which applicants would go for additional support. Grant recipients are encouraged to keep and submit all receipts for expenses supported by the grant. 

8. Grant applications are accepted at any time and will be considered as quickly as possible. It is suggested that the applicant allow a minimum of two weeks before funds are required. Grant applicants may be interviewed as part of the application process.
9. The recommendation to make or withhold grants shall be made by the Ron Griffith Young Leaders Fund Advisory Committee based on the Grant Committee’s review of a grant application and any other information that the Grant Committee considers relevant. The Grant Committee may, at its discretion, seek additional information from the applicant or may conduct an interview with the applicant. 
10. The decision to make or withhold a grant shall be made by the Executive Director of the Northfield Area Family YMCA based on information provided by the Grant Committee and any additional information that the Executive Director considers relevant. Typically additional information would be obtained from the Grant Committee although any source of information may be used.
11. The Executive Director will report the decision, with rationale, to the Ron Griffith Young Leaders Fund Advisory Committee.

12. Grant recipients must identify the Ron Griffith Young Leaders Fund and the YMCA’s sponsorship in all presentations and printed materials related to grant activities.

13. Using the Fund’s Evaluation Form, grant recipients will be expected to submit a report upon completion of the grant-supported activity. Grant recipients are expected to share their experiences with the Fund’s Advisory Committee and the wider community whenever possible.
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